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Fri., Dec. 2ð7 Kislev 
7:30 PMðBônai Mitzvah 

Austin Saffer and 
Ethan Saffer 

 
Sat.,  Dec. 3ð7 Kislev 

10:15 AMðBar Mitzvah, 
Jacob Suss 

5:30 PMðBar Mitzvah, 
Garett Schwartz 

 
Fri. Dec. 9ð14 Kislev 

6:30 PMðFamily Outdoor  
Shabbat Service, 

Featuring the Fifth Grade 
6:30 PMðBôhood Shabbat Service 

at the home of the Broders 
7:30 PMðShabbat Service 

In the Chapel 
 

Sat., Dec. 10ð14 Kislev 
10:15 AMðTot Shabbat 

 
Fri., Dec. 16ð21 Kislev 

7:30 PMðShabbat Service 
 

Fri., Dec. 23ð28 Kislev 
7:30 PMðShabbat / 
Chanukah Service 

(Bring your Chanukiahð 
Chanukah Menorahðto Temple) 

 
Friday, Dec. 30ð5 Tevet 
7:30 PMðShabbat Service 

 

Dr. Sheldon J. Harr 

Senior Rabbi 

Chanukah fits the pattern of the con-
cise version of Jewish history and 

holidays: (1) They Oppressed  Us; (2) 

We Won; (3) Letôs Eat! 

 
I imagine we all know that our Holi-

days and Holy Days are a bit more 

substantial than that.  Although  Cha-
nukah is often reduced to lighting 

candles and exchanging presents,  we 

need to remember that Chanukah is 
more than that. 

 

While we tell the story of Mattathias 

and his five sons, led by Judah Mac-
cabee (please see the insert  in this 

monthôs bulletin for more details!), 

recognizing that there was a revolt 
and what today we call a guerilla war  

against the Greco-Syrians, we also 

should know that this was not only a 
battle fought for religious freedom.    

Of course, religious freedom is the 

major theme of Chanukah as we 

know it today.  In this current climate 
in which we live (that is to say, too 

little respect for the varieties of legiti-

mate religious beliefs), religious free-
dom is a core concept worthy of our 

support in every way possible. 

 

That being said, the other less known 
theme of Chanukah is assimilation.   

Chanukah was not only the Jews 

fighting the Greco-Syrians.  It was 
also committed Jews fighting against 

assimilated Jews.  It was a struggle 

between those for whom Judaism 

meant something against those who 
had largely forsaken their Jewish 

heritage. 

 
With the sacrifice of their own well-

being, we give thanks that the Mac-

cabees were able to prevail.  In doing 
so, the message remains eternally 

among us: namely, that it is easy in 

our free society to blend into the 

woodwork and abandon our people 
and our faith.   However,  when we 

learn that Judaism can speak to us on 

many different levels ï spiritually, 
educationally and socially  - we dis-

cover that we can live our lives as 

21st  century Americans, while at the 
same time live our lives as 21st cen-

tury  Jews, cherishing the freedom 

that is ours to make a choice.   That 

choice, we pray, is for the continuing 
support of and participation in our 

heritage.  Thatôs what Chanukah 

should stand for. 
 

Best wishes for a Hag Chanukah 

Sameach ï A Joyous and Happy 

Chanukah! 



 

 

 

 

 Last month, we all received a beautiful brochure 

titled ñLôDor Vador-From Generation to Generationò 
which in words and pictures tells the story of our Tem-

ple Kol Ami Emanu-El family and illustrates the crucial 

role that our Temple plays in our lives.  I hope that you 
had the opportunity to read the brochure whose produc-

tion would not have been possible without the hard work 

of Rabbi Harr, Cantor Goldman, and the Planned Giving 
Committee chaired by Lori Wellins. 

 The creation and dissemination of ñLôDor Va-

dor-From Generation to Generationò marks the launch 

date of one of our most important missions: a coordi-
nated and concerted effort to endow the Temple Kol 

Ami Emanu-El Foundation for the purpose of securing 

the long term welfare of our congregation.   As ñLôDor 
Vadorò states, the Foundationôs task ñis to provide fu-

ture generations with the resources to keep our Temple 

healthy and vibrant so that our children and their chil-
drenôs children will have a óCenter of our Jewish Com-

munityô.ò 

The brochure lays out not only the reasons for 

our mission but also the variety of ways that we can par-
ticipate to ensure our missionôs success.  Whatever your 

age and interests, there are vehicles of giving that can 

satisfy your needs and desires.  In the next few months, 
we will begin to contact many of you to participate in 

individual and parlor meetings and be at the forefront of 

our effort.  If you are ready to step up now, please con-

tact Rabbi Harr, Cantor Goldman, Dvir Weiss, Lori 
Wellins or myself. 

 ñLôDor Vadorò has inspired me to give a mean-

ingful gift.  I hope that as many of you as possible will 

join me in the mission to sustain the future viability of 

Temple Kol Ami Emanu-El and therefore secure our 

legacy.  Remember that ñthe Responsibility is Ours!ò 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

Saul Kravec 
The Temple Kol Ami 

Emanu-El 

 
  MITZVAH CORPS  

Rabbi Harr introduced the concept of the Mitz-
vah Corps on Rosh HaShanah. The response has been 
very gratifying.   So many of our members are volunteer-
ing their time and talent.  (See the Templeôs website for 
the full sermon, or call Barbara for a ñhard copy.ò)    

HOWEVER, If this is going to work, we need to 
know where and what the needs are.  Tutoring for your 
child? A drive to the doctorôs office?  A doctor.   A trip to 
the grocery store?  Counseling?   Legal advice?   Special 
needs for special needs children and adults?   A ride to 
Temple!  The list is endless.  Please either email Rabbi 
Jacobs at cjacobs@tkae.org or give her a call at 954-472-
1988.   Your  emails and calls will be confidential. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 
Andrew & Gayle Siegel; Daniel & Ethan 

December 7 at 7:00 PM  

Is that all Iôm getting?! 
Making Chanukah Relevant for You  

and Your Entire family  
Rabbi Jacobs  

 Preparing for and celebrating Chanukah can be a 
daunting proposition.  There are so many things to do 

even just to prepare, and with children, the prospect of 

celebrating Chanukah (meant to be joyous and relaxing) 

for even one day, let alone 8, can seem preposterous. 
 Donôt give up.  This eight day-long marathon 

can be packed with marvelous family traditions and spe-

cial opportunities for fun.  Instead of making a radical 
change in the way your family observes Chanukah, 

make it gradual.  Join us for this lively session and make 

Chanukah a truly special eight days for your entire fam-
ily.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://rlv.zcache.com/route_mitzvot_613_card-p137370246925703976q0yk_400.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.zazzle.com/route_mitzvot_613_card-137370246925703976&usg=__w_i_F50NYV7OgLqMVuHTYFu-oBo=&h=400&w=400&sz=29&hl=en&start=48&zoom


Rabbi Cheryl Jacobs 

RABBI / EDUCATOR 

Mitzvah Day is coming January 22 
 Not sure what Mitzvah Day is all about? Well 
read on and hopefully youôll find all of the information 
you needé 
 What is Mitzvah Day? 
Mitzvah Day is a wonderful opportunity to participate 
in the holy task of Tikkun Olam, repairing the world. 
Mitzvah Day is a day when the entire congregation 
comes together to spend one day volunteering with so-
cial justice projects/activities in the community. Con-
gregants choose from a variety of projects that cater to 
diverse interests, capabilities and ages.  
 What is the schedule of events? 
Sunday, January 22nd is the big day. We wake up and 
come to the Temple for a community breakfast and 
Opening Ceremonies. On that day, hundreds of chil-
dren, adults, and seniors, pour into the community in 
small groups to offer a helping hand. They might be 
schmoozing or singing for seniors, playing with under-
privileged children, feeding the homeless or rescuing 
abandoned dogs. 
 Who is Mitzvah Day for? 
Mitzvah Day is for the young and old, the physically 
weak and strong. It is for those who have spent years 
helping others, or those who have only dreamed of 
helping others. Mitzvah Day is for those in need and 
for those with plenty. Mitzvah Day is for all of us. 
 Who can participate in Mitzvah Day? 
Anyone! 
 How do I get involved? 
Look at the insert included in this issue of the bulletin. 
Think about what you would like to accomplish on 
Mitzvah Day. Follow the instructions and return the 
forméitôs that simple! 

Havdalah Goes To The Dogs 
Saturday Evening, January 28, 4:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 Join your Temple Family and, if you wish, bring along ñManôs (and Womanôs) Best Friendò ï Your Dog.  
Weôll be having a short Havdalah Service at Gan Shalom, followed by a parade of our dogs, with doggie treats for 

those dogs who behave and ice cream treats for those humans who behave! J  

 
Please note that dogs must be on a leash and have all their shots:  humans need not. 

(The sun sets early, so the timing is early)  

Project Captains Needed 
for Mitzvah Day 

January 22, 2012 

What is Mitzvah Day? 
Sunday, January 22, 2012 

 Itôs the day that we as a Temple community 

recommit to Social Action and Gemilut Hasadim each 

year. 

 Various projects are offered and hundreds of 
TKAE members sign up and participate in doing ñgood 

workò both within our walls and outside in the larger 

community. 
 Project lists will be published in Decemberôs 

Temple Bulletin. 

Project Captains needed! 
 At least one or two people are needed to ñleadò 

each project.  No volunteer experience is needed, just 
the desire to help.  Tasks include: contacting the as-

signed organization, helping to identify materials 

needed and motivating the troops on January 22. 

If you are able to help out by being a Pro-

ject/Mitzvah captain, please contact Rabbi 

Jacobs ASAP at cjacobs@tkae.org    

WE APOLOGIZE  

to  

Gerry and Debra Damsky 
for omitting their names 

as Benefactor Members 



Cantor Mark C. Goldman 

CANTORõS CORNER December 14-18, 2011  Washington, D.C. 

Join 

Rabbi Sheldon J. Harr 

Saul & Beth Kravec 

Jason & Debi Chalik 

Dvir & Sharon Weiss 

Lesley & Phil Dubs 

Cantor Mark Goldman & Aaron Taber  
For An Experience Of A Lifetime At The URJ Biennial! 

Details: www.urj.org  

 December has always been a kind of retrospec-
tive time of the year for me.  Filled with family holi-
days, get togethers, traditional food, óholidayô parties 
and the like, occasionally makes me feel that Iôm miss-
ing out on something with my closest blood relatives on 
the other óside of the pondô and in Israel. 
 On the other hand, itôs encouraged Aaron and I 
to forge close friendships with many who we now con-
sider to be our family.  We met many of these friends, 
right here at Kol Ami Emanu-El, almost two decades 
ago. 
 I know that many other transplants from around 
this great country have enjoyed similar experiences.  I 
feel so privileged to be a part of this family. 
 With this in mind Iôd like to invite you all to a 
special Chanukah service and celebration.  On Decem-
ber 23 at 7:30 PM, weôll gather as the family of Kol 
Ami Emanu-El, to light our menorahs, sing our festive 
songs, and enjoy a latke oneg with Israel dancing. 
 In addition, please bring with you an unwrapped 
gift or gift certificate for a child without a family.  These 
will be distributed to JAFCO children during Chanukah. 
 Iôm looking forward to celebrating with you, my 
Temple family. 
 Warmly, 
 Cantor Mark Goldman  





Women of Reform Judaism 

Book Club 

Monday, 

Dec. 12, 2011 

Please join us, 

all are welcome!!! 
 

Daytime Book Club (11:00 - 2:00 P.M) 

Sarahôs Key 

By Tatiana de Rosnay 

Please call Anita (954 424-5998) for information. 

Group meets at the Temple. 

 

Evening Book Club (7:30 - 9:00 P.M.) 

Beach Trip: A Novel 

By Cathy Holton 

Please call Neesa at 954 864-3012 

for information and directions 

Come Join The  
PRIME TIMERS 

Prime Timers 
Announce the 1st event of the year. 

 

 Please join us at the Broward Center for a per-

formance of Capitol Steps in ñDesperate Housemem-
bers.ò 

January 14, 2012 

7:30 PM 
Amaturo Theater 

 Thirty years ago, The Capitol Steps began as a 

group of Senate staffers who set out to satirize the 
very people and places that employed them. Today 

they are an established and immensely successful 

comedy/satirical troope.  

 Meet at Tarpon Bend Restaurant promptly at 
5:30 PM for dinner. (Dinner costs on your own). 

200 SW 2nd Street, Ft. Lauderdale 

Prime Timerôs January 14 Event 

 

Name:       

 

$40.00 per ticket x    persons 
 

 Total: $    

 

Checks only please. 

Minette, 954-236-9745 Shelley, 954-472-6053 

Fern, 954-472-3996 Diane, 954-389-6455 

A few photos from Melanie with the  
Liheyot group doing Yoga  

An End-Of-The-Year Contribution  
will not only be beneficial to the Temple, but it 

may be a significant tax savings for you 

as well. 

 


